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KISSIMMEE MAYOR’S
FAMILY RECEIVED
$50,000 IN COVID
GRANTS; FLORIDA
DOGE SEEKS DOCUMENTS

By Shannon Butler, WFTV.com
January 20, 2026 at 6:09 pm EST

KISSIMMEE, Fla.- The City of Kissimmee
has been told by DOGE to turn over
documents related to the city’s BOOST
2.0 grant program.

The request comes just weeks after
Channel 9 first reported that Mayor
Jackie Espinoza’s family businesses
received $50,000 from the city-funded
program.

BOOST 2.0 was designed to help
businesses that said they were
financially impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic. According to city records,
hundreds of thousands of dollars
were distributed to businesses

across Kissimmee including three
businesses owned by members

of the Espinoza family.

When questioned during a December
commission meeting, the mayor
defended the grants awarded to her
family saying her husband applied.

“My husband isn’t an elected official,”
Espinoza said.”l am an elected official,
so that still means | am no one’s
punching bag. So don’t get it twisted.

| will defend what’s mine. | will defend
my family in spite of the criticism that
are absolutely unfounded.”

Now, the program has caught the
attention of the Florida Agency for Fiscal
Oversight, the office leading the state’s
DOGE (Department of Government
Efficiency) efforts.

READ MORE CLICK HERE....

OSCEOLA COUNTY
SHERIFF APOLOGIZES
FOR $40K+ VENDOR
CONTRACT WITH HIS
DAUGHTER'S BUSINESS

\ Greg Fox

3"42 Updated: 11:31 AM EDT Apr 22, 2026

Investigative Reporter

OSCEOLA COUNTY, Fla. -Sheriff
Christopher Blackmon of Osceola
County, appointed last June by

Gov. Ron DeSantis after the
suspension of former Sheriff Marcos
Lopez, apologized for authorizing
transactions between the sheriff’s
office and a company owned

by his daughter.

However, WESH 2 Investigates received
a tip in March from individuals loyal to
former Sheriff Lopez, alleging Blackmon
had arranged purchasing orders and
other transactions with Cloud Nine
Stitches, a Minneola company owned
by his daughter, Lauren Mofield.

On Monday night, Blackmon emailed
an apology to all employees, stating,
"l want to take full responsibility for
this situation and address it directly,

rather than through the news or rumors.

Once | recognized this mistake,

l immediately halted all transactions
with her company. The company has
fully reimbursed the Sheriff's Office
for all purchased items, and these
items have been graciously donated
to the department.”

A spokesperson for Blackmon said he
would not grant an interview, as he
expects to be the target of a complaint
with the Florida Commission on Ethics.

READ MORE CLICK HERE....

KISSIMMEE
HISTORY:

CLICK TO READ NEWSLETTER #22
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FEDS ARREST SHERIFF
MARCO LOPEZ

1OIMON 22

#1 CHARLATAN
ARRESTED SHERIFF MARCOS LOPEZ

CLICK TO READ NEWSLETTER #21
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ATTENTION REPS:
OSCEOLA SHERIFF MARCOS LOPEZ

AS YOU MAY HAVE HEARD,
SHERIFF MARCO LOPEZ WAS
ARRESTED THIS MORNING BY
FEDERAL AUTHORITIES..
Nerw the Governor may oppoint 0 rew
Sherilf. Ropublican condidote ron
Mov:o Lopez and low by 2% of the vote.

I folr and just thot the Governor oppoint

RMM(WMW
who had over 70,000 votes, 1o be the
permonent rew Shenll

It is urgent you send an emcll immediately to the
governor asking him to appoint the only true
person who should be Sheriff, Donnie Martinez.

Please send the Governor the following messoge:

To Governor Ron deSontis

From: (your nome)

Republicon Donnie Martinex wos only 2% short of being the honest Sheriff
of Oscoolo County.

We osk you to please consider to oppoint the person who we, the Republicans
of Osceolo County voted for... Donnie Mortinex. Please put on honest person

who now has all the support of our voters becouse he actually won the election
becouse Lopex wsed County funds to pay for his billboords.

Please appoint Republican Donnie Martinez os Permanent Sheriff.
EMAIL:

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR BRYAN GRIFFIN
bryan.griffingeog.myflorida.com
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