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""" FDLE LAUNCHES INVESTIGATION
OF SHERIFF MARCO LOPEZ

By Shannon Butler, WFTV.com and Nikki DeMarco, WFTV.comApril 17, 2024 at 5:13 am EDT
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9 Investigates also asked FDLE for a comment
on the salfie that Lopaz's executive director

“If God's kovo beon pourod Cut over o
ifio, dont allow ovil fo koop you away
from what ho has proparad for you®.

Nirva Rodriguez took with suspect Stephan
Stams after his ammest but has not heand back

QSCEOLA COUMTY, Fla. — A Florida Dapartrnant of Law
Enforcement investigation is now undensay into a picture
that was shared on a social media account belonging to the
Osceola County shenff. Osceola County Sheriff Marcos
Lopez shared a picture of what appeared to be Madeline
Soto's body on his Instagram account the moming after
har body was found. Thea picturs was taken down & short
time later.

8 Investigates has followed this storny since the beginning
and has learnad that FOLE iz now investigating how this
\ happanad and has intarviewsed people invobved, including
". 1

those who found Soto's body.
A SELFIE of a“’"“?r g 9 Investigates does not know how long the investigation
Hirva Rodriguez in front of Staphan will take or what, if any, charges could come from what

Sterns, the prime suspect Madeline's appears to be a mistake.
- wag posted to

personal Facebook with the caption in
spanizh translated. It appears o have SOURCE

bean taken seconds before Sterns was

videoad placed in the back of a patrol car.

—CONTINUE TO PAGE 2.._.... [ —Continue to Page 2.

SHERIFF LOPEZ ELIMINATED
7 OUT OF 8 TOP HISPANICS

Osceocla County Sheriff Marco Lopez. with hizs administrative
team following his swearing incaremony cutside the Oscacla
County Historical Courthouse in downtown Kissimmes,

on Tuesday, Jan 5, 2021. Marcos Ldpez couldn't have been
much clearer when the Orfando Santinel Editorial Board
interviewed him ahead of the 2020 Democratic primary for
Creceola County shenff.

He promized to deliver a sheriffe office that reflected the

county's racial and ethnic diversity. "If you don't lcok like

the people you serve, you're never going to create the

: transparency and present that accountability for our commumity,”
el o ER R s iU He told the board. Lépez took specific aim at the makeup of the

ByORLANDO SENTINEL & ORALANDD SENTINEL command staff under then Sheriff Russ Gibson, who was

EDITORIAL BOARD| Insight@orlandosentinelcom  gaaking reelection. “We should be at least 80% minority

SOURCE baszed,” Lipez said. “This is going in the wrong direction.®

Continue to Page 4 —— R



https://www.wftv.com/news/local/fdle-opens-investigation-after-osceola-county-sheriff-posts-picture-body-social-media/OS5RXBZZV5DDZGKBVJK4Y5YFXQ/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2021/01/22/osceola-sheriff-marco-lpez-selects-nearly-all-white-command-staff-despite-campaign-promises-of-diversity/
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The Sheriff's Office told 9 Investigates that it was an
accidental post on Instagram, but then told our partners
at WDBO that it was not the body of Madeline Soto in that
picture, just an area of interest where the body was found.

Lopez called the claims that it was Soto a “political
stunt.™ It is clear from the investigation that his claims
are not true and, in fact, the body in the picture was
dressed in clothing that matched the description of the
clothas Soto was said to be wearing when she was
reported missing.

Tylar Wallace, Soto's biological father, told 9 Investigates
that ha did not ses that picture, but he did have something

to =ay about it “1 hate that I live in a world where | have

to call my parents and warn them that an internet troll
might send them a picture of my dead daughter, and

that they should just go ahead and start preparing for
that possibility,” he said. “l hate that we live in that world.®

9 Investigates also asked FDLE for a comment on the
salfie that Lopez's executive director Mirva Rodriguez
took with suspect Stephan Sterns after his arrest but
has not heard back.

Meanwhila, local and state law enforcement agencies hawve
been mesting to discuss the investigation into Stems to
determine if it is time to file more charges against him or
anyone alse who could be involved in the disappearance
and death of Soto.

—~CONTINUED _ y js incredible to believe that the Administrator of Oscecla Sheriff Department
toak a salfie with the suspacted murderar of a child and poated it on her social
media page with a commentary that reflacted religlon and evil. A Law Professor
of a top Law school was contacted with the info of the salfie that Nirva Rodriguez
posted. “She should be immediately fired, this saifie would only go to ahow in some
kind of predizposition or attituds of the departrnent as to guilt', said Law Profeesor
The phote and statement could possibly taint any testimony from the Osceola
Sheriffs department in the court case. It could be viewed as influsncing the jury
and the defendant’'s lawysr may poesibly request that the court case be moved 1o
another geographic juriediction.

TEEN ACCUSES OSCEOLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
OF FORCIBLY KISSING HER, GIVING HER ALCOHOL

By Ashlyn Webb, WFTV.com July 20, 2023 at 7:25 pm EDT

OSCEOQOLA COUNTY, Fla. - Dsceola County School board member
Julive Melendez is accused of prowiding alcohol to a teen & forcibly
kissing her. Oscecla County Sheriff's Office confirmed they received
a complaint from the school district where an 18 year old gid alleged
“inappropriate conduct® by 45-year-old Julius Melendaz.

S0URCE

The tean is not & student in Osceola County Schools, We now have
a copy of the complaint the teen sent to the school on July 1. The
tean accusing Melendez only spoke to Channel 9's Ashiyn Webb.

Julive Melandez was har manager at a café in Kizgimmee. She
says she was having a tough time with family, and Melendez offerad
for her to stay at his house.

—— Continue to Page 5 - —



https://www.wftv.com/news/local/osceola-county-school-board-member-charged-accused-serving-alcohol-teen-forcibly-kissing-her/ZYOWYYE53ZACXKRAIHXXOZBIPU/
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SHERIFF LOPEZ ELIMINATED
7 OUT OF 8 TOP HISPANICS

L&pez was elected in Movember as the first Hispanic sheriff in Osceola’s history, but the
composition of the department is still going in the wrong direction. According to Sentinel
reporting, Lopez's top sworn command staff — which includes captains and majors

— zo far hazs twofewearHizpanice than it did under Gibzon. And still just one Wworman.

So much for looking like the public you serve. And 2o much for transparency.

According to the Sentinel’s Jan. 22 news report about Ldpez's command staff, the sheriff
zaid he wouldn't be free for an interview until February. And a list of gquestions to the
department’s new spokeswoman weren't answerad. This from a sheriff who promised
gresater accessibility to the media.

In the general election interview, Lopez repeated hizs dedication to diversity, saying,
“We're going to enhance the quality of life by looking like the people we serve.” It didn't
takea long for him to break what, to us, was an important promize.

In one of his first actions after the election, Ldpez forced out two of the top-ranking Hispanics
in tha sheriffs office. Major Jacob Ruiz, a 1¥F-year veteran of the departmeant, and Capt
Alejandro Guevara, who had 21 years there, would retire. & terse letter from Lopez informed
them their services “will no longer be needed.”

The direction Lipez is taking so far appears headed toward having fewer people of
color in the top ranks, not more. That's not what we were looking for, not what the
people who voted for him wanted, either.

Voters had high hopes when they picked Lépez over an incumbent sheriff who had
made some progress on diversity, but not fast enough. We'll zay this for Gibson:
At least he wasn't going in reverse.

It's early. L&peaz might start filling the ranks with men and women who, as he put it in our
interview last summer, “lock like the people you serve..." If Ldpez dossn"t do that, if he
doesn"t start keeaping his promises, he'll have to answer for it to voters in less than four years.

Cartain sagments of the Article nol reposted in its entirety. Credit given to the Onlando Sentina! Editorial
Board, All Editonials are the opimion of the Oando Sentinel Editorial Board and are written by one of its

mambers oF a degignes. The editorial board eongistz of Opinion Editor Mike Lafferty, Jennifer A. Marcial
Ocazio, Jay Reddick and Editor-in-Chiel Julie Andergon. Sand emailz to: ingsightiporiandosanitinel.com

Accusations of Corruption in Osceola say...
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Before they went to Melendez"s home, she says they stopped at the café where he poured her
drinks. She said one drink turned to nine and her trying to get as far away as possible from
him. "l thought it was a little weird. But you know, he told me prior to this, that he looked at
me like | was his own. | believe that would mean like one of his own children,” she said.

She said that's what was going through her mind as she said Melendez first poured her and him
thrae mimosas each at the café. She said they were there for about 20 minutes before they locked
up the café and began driving to his house. She said the car ride was uncomfortable. He spoke
about being a school board member and how he was often on the news. Then, she said, he started
talking about her *"He did start calling me beautiful in the car,” she said.

When they got to Melendez's home, she said she set down her bags while Melendez fixed more
drinks.” We probably had about six drinks at his house and wine glasses,” she said. She states in
the complaint Melendez repeatedly offered to fix her more drinks throughout the night. She tells
Channal 9 he sat close to her, touching her arms, shoulders, and then, her thigh.

"He had asked if he could kiss me, and | told him no,” she said. "He apologized for asking to kiss
me." She gaid she told him she was going to bed in the guest badroom. Melendez carried har bags
into the rcom.*He leaned in, and he kissed me,"” she said"And then what did you do?" Channel
9 asked. "l told him like, 'no, like, | already told you, you know, like, | nesd to go to sleep. I'm tired.”
And he ended up leaving the room and going downstairs to his room,” she said.

She said the bedroom door wouldn't lock, and she was afraid to go to sleep.”l was scared to
leave my room,” she said. She says hours later, she snuck out of the home and took an Uber
home. She tells Channel 9 she thought Melendez was in his early 30s. It wasn't until she spoke
to imvaestigators that she learned he's 45.°1t made me really disgusted... like he's alder than
my dad,” she said. She told Channeal 9°2 Aszhlyn Webb she wanted to share her story 2o other
girlz could gain the confidence to speak up if this happened to tham.

The tean says she does plan to move forward with charges against Melendez. The Sheriff's
Office said they've passed this caze on to the State Attormey’s office for review. So far, Melendez

has not been charged. State

Aftorney Monique Worreil's COURT SCHEDULE RECORD
aoffice said in an emailed DATE EVENT JUDGE BESULT
statement Thursday that the

Rl AFF9/1024 JURY TRIAL JAMCEWICT, STEFAMIA
case is still opan and under :
carl e 2 e T et AF15/2024 DEMAMD FOR SPEEDY TRIAL  JANCEWACT, STEFANIA  EVENT HELD
cha rges would be Epprnpr.iatal Ar 32034 JUEY TRIAL ORM, CELIA THACKER RESET
been made. Channel 9 did Ar3/2024  JUSY TRIAL JANCEWICT, STEFAMIA  RESET
zf’“hk o J_I'_-':L‘E rd""'E”E'”dE'z_ 3282024  STATUS HEARING DORN, CELIA THACKER  CANCELLED

¥y phione "hurscay moming  srsiaoee  prETRIAL JANCEWICZ, STEFANIA  CANCELLED
befora airing the storye He
declinad i cormirent. Frar2034  MOTION HEAREG JAMCEWICT, STEFANIA  CANCELLED
Channel 9 confirmed 2rE8I2024 DEMAND FOR SPEEDY TRIAL  JAMCEWICT, STEFANIA  EVENT HELD
Melendez no longer works  4;8/2004  JURY TRIAL JAMCEWICT, STEFANIA  DEF COMTINUANCE
at the café in Kissimmee 1, ) a0y woTION TO SUPPRESS SANDERS-MOREMCY,  EVENT HELD
he previously managed.
The achaol board declined 12/12/2083 PRETRIAL SAMDERS-MORENCY, EVENT HELD
to commeant saying it's an 1114/ 3023 ARRANGHMENT SAMDERS-MOREMCY, HOA RECEIVED SET

open investigation. 11/6/2023  ARRAGMMENT EPPERSOM, HALC JR  CANCELLED
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